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Magnolia Business Alliance Selected for Funding 
 

The Magnolia Business Alliance (MBA) has been selected by the U.S. Small Business 
Administration to receive a contract designed to benefit small business in south 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama. 
 

Program Summary 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has 
introduced a pilot initiative designed to support 
economic.  This initiative, known as “Innovating 
Economies,” recognizes that small businesses are key to 
strengthening America’s competitiveness by creating 
jobs. 

The “Innovating Economies” initiative is focused on 
supporting clusters – regional collaborations between 
small businesses, the public sector, economic 
development, and other organizations.  When evaluating 
proposals, SBA sought clusters which: 

 were diverse geography and industry 

 Involved in research 

 Commercialized  

 Business growth 

 Meeting critical industry gaps 

 Strong partnerships 
 

SBA received an overwhelming response to this 
initiative.  Over 170 proposals were received.  Two 
separate panels were created to independently evaluate 
the proposals and then come to a consensus score for 
each one.  After review, only 10 were selected for 
funding. 

Magnolia Business Alliance & the 
Enterprise for Innovative Geospatial Solutions 

Services under this contract are offered through MBA’s 
Enterprise for Innovative Geospatial Solutions (EIGS) 
program.  EIGS has been committed to supporting the 
region’s technology for over a decade.  Created by the 
Mississippi Legislature in 1998, the EIGS Cluster has 
grown steadily for 12 years boasting 46 industry 
members at its height.  In the 2009 EIGS reported 
member revenues totaling over $125 million and 
employing 800 people with average annual salaries of 
$57,885.   

In August of 2010, Dr. Alice Clark, Vice Chancellor for 
Research and Sponsored Programs at the University of 
Mississippi, and Grey Swoope, director of the Mississippi 
Development Authority, passed control of EIGS to the 
Magnolia Business Alliance. Today, EIGS works 
together with private companies, university research 
programs, state agencies, and complementary partner 
programs to research, develop, and market new 
geospatial technology products from the region.  EIGS 
accomplishes this through three primary functions: 

 Business Support : to grow and serve the region’s geospatial 

technology industry 

 Research Support: to facilitate geospatial research and 

development activities to develop marketable products 

 Workforce Development: to ensure that the geospatial 

industry has the workforce necessary to grow and prosper in the 
region  

 
Craig Harvey of the Magnolia Business Alliance signs transfer of 
the EIGS cluster to MBA as Scott Dow (MBA), Grey Swoope, 
director of the Mississippi Development Authority, Tim Brogdon 
(MBA) and Dr. Alice Clark, Vice Chancellor for Research and 
Sponsored Programs at  the University of Mississippi look on. 
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Services  

Through this effort, MBA is providing over 25 unique 
services to existing businesses, startups, and individual 
entrepreneurs.  Categories of services include:   

 Business Training 
The How-To’s of small business including, incorporation, business 
plan development, government contracting, accounting, HR, 
intellectual property, and more. 

 Business Counseling 
On-demand advice and guidance on specific issues such as 
marketing and contracts. 

 Mentoring 
Long term relationships with successful local business leaders 
who can provide practical guidance from a unique perspective. 

 Business Risk Mitigation 
Understanding and avoiding or accepting risks common to small 
businesses. 

 Technology Transfer Counseling 
Establishing mutually beneficial relationships with government 
agencies. 

 Commercialization of R&D 
Moving products and services into the market using press 
releases, marketing, and branding. 

 Export Readiness 
Expanding horizons to world markets using the Export University 
curricula. 

 Support for Underserved Communities 
Reaching communities who lack access small business 
opportunities through programs geared for their unique needs and  

 Financing Opportunities 
Fueling the small business engine by bringing together supply 
and demand.  Small businesses are coached in presenting a 
business plan to investors. 

 Market Development 
Nurturing demand for products and services. 

 
These services will be offered in the form of: 

 Workshops 
These small sessions last between 1 and 3 days and focus on 
hands-on training in a specific area of interest to small 
businesses. 

 Expos 
Events which match small business with customers, grow their 
brand, and increase awareness in the region and beyond. 

 Networking opportunities 
Chances to meet people, make contacts, and exchange ideas. 

 Direct support 
One-on-one guidance from corporate leaders who have “been 
there and done that.” 

Partners 

The Magnolia Business Alliance has partnered with 
these organizations to provide services under this effort: 
 

 Mississippi Development Authority 

 Mississippi Technology Alliance 

 Mississippi Enterprise for Technology * 

 NVision Solutions* 

 AeroTec 

 Skylla Engineering 

 Mississippi Chapter of SCORE 

 Mississippi PTAC 

 Jonathan Ortmans Communication* 

 University of Mississippi 

 University of Southern Mississippi Business and 
Innovation Assistance Center* 

 Jackson State University 

 Mississippi State University 

 The Mississippi Research Consortium 

 The Louisiana Technology Council 

 Pearl River Community College 

 Mississippi Minority Business Enterprise 
Council* 

 
* − funded partners 
 

 
 

Award Facts 
 

 $600,000 contract 

 1 year with second year option 

 MBA is one of 10 proposals selected from a pool of 
173 

 MBA is one of only two Regional Innovative Cluster 
proposals selected in the Southeast 
 

For more information contact the 

Magnolia Business Alliance 
at 228-295-7117 or info@magnolia-ba.biz 


